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	Chemical Safety
We often think of chemicals as being acids or other obviously harmful liquids.  However, chemicals can be solids and gasses as well as liquids.

Being safe with chemicals is not difficult if you follow the company’s Chemical Hazard Communication Program that provides you with not only information about chemical safety, but also information on each specific chemical we use.

Chemical information sheet are called Material Safety Data Sheets…or MSDS for short.  These sheets are prepared by the chemical manufacturer and provide a wealth of information such as what protective clothing is needed, the hazards of the chemical and what situations to avoid.  The sheets also tell you what health and physical hazards are involved in using the chemical.

Incompatible chemicals are those which, when mixed will cause a violent reaction.  That’s why we have strict procedures that must be followed when mixing any chemicals.

We also have rules and specific training for employees who use chemicals.  This employee training includes what protective equipment is required, how to use the equipment, such as respirators, gloves and goggles and all other safety precautions.

For your safety, know and follow all precautions listed on chemical labels and those found in the MSDS.


	
Accident Reports…It could happen here

Three workers were overcome by toxic fumes when they were transferring chemicals from large bulk containers to smaller portable cans.  The workers were pouring the liquid in a small, enclosed room that did not have adequate ventilation.  Over the course of thirty minutes the fumes built up in the room and all three men became unconscious.  Two of the three men had severe damage to their lungs.

A long time worker at a cement plant contracted the lung disease Silicosis, after repeated exposure to silica (sand) dust.  The company had provided respirators and training, however the employee routinely removed his respirator during work.  Using the proper personal protective equipment will prevent over-exposure to chemicals.

	
	Safety Word Search
[image: image1.png]E/SIN T/W

C/A|L|S/H|L|A

P/RID/E/A|/R|N

R|/F/IR|X|S/A|/O/S MN

TIG/LIOVIE|S AIXAT

G/M/R|N/N/G/A/E/M|G|C

Y

R/B/L/T|Y Z/DX/Z|S E|CK
JIO|C|Y|G|Q|GJU|H|F|G|J|L

X

RID/H AJUR|G|G/U|T|B|UX

G

V|C/H EM

K/A|Y/O|N

N

Y PIAIW/L|K|Z

E/WQ C/D/G/P/HN/R|CHV
X|GINJ/A|L|FIQU/S|G|V|O|C






Find the following Safety Words above

Acid

Chemicals

Dust

Gloves

Goggles

Label

MSDS

Mixing

Respirator

Warnings




